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and re-lined hundreds of wells, and shown its vigour and
imagination in other ways, under its chief, Sheikh Abdulla
al Sulaiman, but this new war-time task almost over-
whelmed it. To do what it had done, before that work fell
to it, in so short a time since the peak of Wahhabi fervour
in 1930, was alone remarkable.

It is too early to say what will be the full effect on the
people of industrial life, but it is clear that the introduction
of regular food and muscular exercise to a strain that is
already one of the most virile in the world will have a most
remarkable physical effect upon them. Men who have
worked for six months at the rigs on the oilfield are changed
almost beyond recognition. The lean, desert-bred boy soon
becomes a bronzed and eager athlete. After a generation
the effect upon the race may be very great.

The order in which the Saudi Arabian Government will
undertake improvements with the surplus that will come to
it from industrial developments is uncertain, but it seems
likely that irrigation and medicine will come high up on the
list, and that consequently a quick rise in the population of
Arabia may be seen before the end of this century.

But the moral effect upon her is another matter, to which
the answer is less certain. How fast and how far industrial-
ism is to go is a matter for her rulers. Old Religion in the
nature of things is conservative, and whatever is harmful
to religion will be avoided, while anything advantageous to
the kingdom and to the Muslims will be taken into use.
But to steer the middle course, between conservatism and
progress, between pride and advantage, between left and
right, is not easy. The Tdweg of politics is as tortuous as
that of a river in a plain. If nations are like rivers Arabia,
first felling in a torrent from the mountain, then long penned
against the range of circumstances, is now finding a way
onward; tumbling over rocks, she is again gathering her
flood to seek a way across the plain. Other rivers, gleaming
in the distance, are mightier, but she may run vigorously
towards the sea in their company.

Since the days of the Prophet Muhammad there has